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(spatial-D), and channelized attention. Ofthe
67, 51 were fatalities (Fig 2).

Breaking it down further shows some more
disturbing information. The 20 mid-air colli-
sions had 11 fatalities (4 from unsuccessful
ejections) and 26 total successful ejections.
(The numbers don’t add up because some of
the mid-airs involved 2 F-16s.) The lessons
to learn concern element deconfliction, visual
lookout, contract break-downs, etc. Mid-airs
are worth an entire article, but for now let’s
look at the other three special subjects — G-
LOC, Spatial-D, and channelized attention,
because statistically your odds of dying are
higher.

G-Loss of Consciousness

Out of 10 G-LOC mishaps, 9 resulted in
fatalities. Six of the incidents occurred while
the pilot was defensive - 2 were high aspect.
All of these probably had the pilot looking
back over the shoulder pulling “G”s. Only 1
mishap involved a pilot who was offensive...
but then he was on an intercept ride and prob-
ably wasn’t anticipating the G’s he pulled.

The lessons to learn are: anticipate “G,”
watch G onset rates, and perform a proper,
timely Anti-G Straining Maneuver (AGSM).
In addition, increase your G tolerance
through exercise and reduced life-style stres-
sors. Also remember, “Combat Edge” does not
prevent G-LOC.

Spatial Disorientation

There were 17 mishaps categorized as at-
tributable to Spatial-D — 13 were fatalities.
Two incidents were single ship, 1 was as a
flight lead... the rest, 14, involved wingmen.
Only 1 mishap was in day and visual meteo-
rological conditions (VMC) — the rest were
at night or in instrument meteorological con-
ditions (IMC) or both.

In general, Spatial-D mishaps involve
someone flying a perfectly good airplane into
the ground — probably never realizing they
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were doing it. Spatial-D is channelized at-
tention in a lot of respects... you may have to
channelize to fly off the wing of the tanker in
IMC and your head senses you are riding
through barrel rolls. You fix the disorienta-
tion by cross-checking flight instruments —
and believing them. If you still can’t over-
come the effects, you’re supposed to admit it
to your flight lead. Lead should fly straight
and level for 30 to 60 seconds and provide
attitude information until your symptoms go
away.

If the symptoms don’t go away, lead can
do a position change to allow the wingman to
fly instruments. The last resort is to go lost
wingman though the lost wingman proce-
dures are disorienting themselves. Rarely
have the cases of Spatial-D been fessed up
to. However, at least 7 pilots recognized their
situation, because they ejected. Unfortu-
nately, -3 of those ejections were out of the
envelope and resulted in fatal injuries.
Channelized Attention

Channelized attention is the last and big-
gest killer. Of the 20 mishaps attributed to
channelized attention, 18 were fatalities.
Eleven flight leads and 9 wingmen were in-
volved, so it can happen to anyone. Twelve
mishaps occurred during the day and 16 of
the 20 were in VMC. Probably the most sig-
nificant trend is that 17 mishaps occurred
while on air-to-ground sorties.

From this information it should be appar-
ent that channelized attention mishaps
normally happen to someone who is accom-
plishing an intensive task at low altitude. To
stay alive, you must know what’s important
and where to direct your attention. Aviate,
navigate, and communicate.

Aviating includes knowing where your jet
is going during a radar missile defense at low
altitude. It doesn’t matter that you broke
your adversary’s lock if you mort yourself fly-
ing into a ridgeline. If tactical events are
taking all of your attention, then knock-
it-off. Heads down at low altitude is not
conducive to long life.

So, the answer to “What kills F-16 pi-
lots?” is: We kill ourselves. That’s why we
brief the special subjects and that’s why
they’re important. W
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Editor's note: Although deployments to various trouble spots
throughout the world are “old hat” for many Air Force units,
we must remember that not everyone in the unit may be a
deployment veteran. As we constantly add new people to units

we need to be aware of their lack of deployment experience

and the potential for problem:
training, and effective leac

Adequate preparation, proper
ship will give people the best
chance to safely accomplish whatever mission they're tasked
with.

Major Thomas P. Azar
35 FW/HC
APO AP 96319

s Air Force men and women are called upon
to serve at forward base deployments, sev-
eral challenges to the member-leader
relationship arise. These challenges
come from within the individual, the
unit, the foreign nation, and even our own country. How
an individual meets the varied challenges depends on
the level of his or her training and their relationship
with peers and supervisors as they relate to expected
and unexpected problems. Healthy support relation-
ships will help bring the problems to the surface so they
can be discussed and resolved. The inability to meet
these challenges via straightforward healthy interper-
sonal relationships could cause one to snap before,
during, or after a real-world deployment or confronta-
tion. Even though some in the Air Force “fight” far from
the front line, their state of mind behind a tool box or
desk still warrants a supervisor’s attention.
Readiness is more than a physical posture; it em-
braces the mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions.
Whenever possible, it is imperative for commanders and
supervisors to know each individual beyond the superficial saluta-
tions. It’s to a supervisor’s advantage to increase “people care”
because a variety of psycho-social problems can rapidly surface which
weaken an individual’s resolve and thwart the success of the mis-
sion.

EARLY WARNING SIGNS.

What happens once deployed individuals arrive at the forward
base? Using the Middle East as a backdrop, there is a variety of
unaccustomed hurdles that some may deployment veterans may be
aware of; but lacking the lived experience, many new airmen do not
have the accustomed responses to deal with the unexpected prob-
lems. For example, our airmen are initially tired from a long journey.
There is tremendous stress and possible danger created by the heat,
dehydration, irregular work shifts, poor sleeping habits, fear, lone-
liness, homesickness, and terrorism. They may or may not have
ready access to clean water, telephones, air conditioning, comfort-
able cooking, and sleeping quarters. If available, these amenities
may be far removed and not always a place one can drive home to
on one’s lunch hour.

There are several areas on which commanders and supervisors
can concentrate in order to enhance our deployed fighting force.

28 The Combat Edge January 199886

CULTURAL PREPARA.-

TIONS.

Some deploying personnel
depart with little awareness of
what to expect. One is filled
with expectations about being in
a new land and culture, but at
the same time, he or she may
not always be aware of the vari-
ance in cultural morals and
patterns. Leaders and supervi-
sors at the home and forward
base should provide resources to
educate deployed personnel
about unique social, political,
and religious characteristics of
the host country. There are
ample resources through the
chapel and family support agen-
cies that can provide in-depth
insights on the stress and





User
Typewritten Text
insight into forward base deployments







User
Typewritten Text
Take steps to ensure safe skiing this winter







